268                     BOTHWELL               [ACT in.

Yet are you parcel of it, and I myself

For love of both and honour toward you.    Speak.

[To BOTHWELL.

BothwelL    My lord, I doubt not but your heart con-
ceived

Never that thing whereto being done you feared
To set your hand in sign; I therefore pray you
To look upon the charge for which I stand
In the land's eye accountable, as one
That was consenting with the rest our friends
To what for my poor profit was not done
Nor only plotted for .no end but mine;
And for the part your honour has herein
To underwrite the bond that writes me safe
And set your name for seal upon my side.

Queen.    So much would I beseech you too ; the

bond

By you subscribed here in my lord's defence
Shall be the signet of your faith and love
Set on my heart and his that honour you.

Murray.    I would my duty might in all things serve
No less your honour than maintain mine own ;
But I will set no hand to any bond
Shall bind me to defence or fellowship
Of deeds whereof I know myself no part.
I gave consent to no more than divorce
Between two hands mismated, king's and queen's,
Whereby the kingdom's heart was rent in twain,
And reconcilement found not where to stand;
But of no red and secret bond of blood